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New York Wenner-Gren Foundation ś International Conference Center at Burg 
Wartenstein in Austria (1958–1980) (above). The Courtyard and North Tower 

within the castle (below).
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The Wenner-Gren Center, inaugurated in 1962, was not the first of 
Axel Wenner-Gren ś initiatives to support research in Sweden, but it 
was certainly the most spectacular one. Already in 1937 he and his wife 
Marguerite had made two substantial donations, one of which was a 
foundation called ”Wenner-Grenska Samfundet”. It was intended as a 
resource for research primarily in the social, economic, scientific and 
medical fields.

Jan Wallander, who was chairman of the Wenner-Gren Foundations 
1983–2000, has written a valuable book on the first 45 years after 1955, 
when the Wenner-Gren couple made their next donation. As a prelude 
I want to give him strong credit for most of what I am going to present 
at the symposium. The donation that Axel Wenner-Gren promised to 
make in 1955 was 4 million crowns for building a center, where scien-
tists from all over the world could meet, provided that the government 
could make grounds available free of charge. However, even if that 
sum was increased to 8 millions later on, it was relatively modest, and 
it certainly did not cover the building costs. According to Wallander, 
the total sum amounted to 40 million crowns. After Axel Wenner-
Gren ś death on November 24th 1961 it became clear that his financial 
situation was rather fragile, and the board of the Wenner-Gren Center 
foundation, which was constituted on October 15th 1955, had to handle 
substantial bank loans for the three buildings of the center. It meant that 
the original idea of the rents giving a surplus to be used for supporting 
research remained a dream.

To make matters worse the board of ”Wenner-Grenska Samfundet” 
became involved in a lawsuit, which caused a lot of bad publicity even 

A Short History of the 
Wenner-Gren Foundations, Stockholm 

Inge Jonsson
Wenner-Gren Foundations

Sveavägen 166
113 46 Stockholm 

Sweden
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for the WGC foundation, since quite a few distinguished persons were 
members of both boards. When Wallander became chairman of the 
WGC foundation in 1983, he soon realized that the financial situation 
admittedly made it possible to enlarge the number of apartments for 
guest researchers but also that it would cause serious problems in the 
long run, because of rising taxes as well as of increasing costs for the 
maintenance and repair of the buildings. After long discussions a de-
cision to sell two of them and to keep only Helicon, the halfmoon of 
apartments for guest scientists, was taken in 1990. The purchase sum 
was 665 million crowns, which made it possible for the foundations 
– a second one had been established in 1984 – to significantly contri-
bute to the exchange of researchers between Sweden and developed 
countries all over the world, at present with around 50 million crowns 
each year.

In my own period as chairman, the new financial resources have allowed 
the foundations successively to expand their activities with attractive 
programs within the traditional framework. We have also concluded an 
agreement with ”Wenner-Grenska Samfundet” on cooperation, which 
has rationalized our administration and made it easier for researchers to 
apply for grants.
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The Wenner-Gren Foundations in Stockholm (WGFs) seek to promote 
international cooperation in the area of scientific research. To this end, 
WGFs provide housing for visiting researchers at the Wenner-Gren 
Center in Stockholm, and award grants both to Swedish researchers 
who wish to travel abroad, and to visiting scientists who would like to 
come to Sweden.

Visiting scholars’ residences are located in Helicon, a semi-circular, 
three-story building in the Wenner-Gren Center. From an academic 
standpoint, the Wenner-Gren Center is centrally located, and all resi-
dent scientists are close to their workplace, be it Karolinska Institutet, 
Stockholm University, The Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) or 
The Stockholm School of Economics. In total, 156 apartments are avai-
lable for visiting scientists for a maximum period of two years, and rents 
are subsidized via specific housing grants. Each year resident researchers 
come from about 40 different nations.

WGFs offer a comprehensive fellowship program for international scientific 
exchange, and each year about 150 fellowships are granted within this 
program. 

After completion of their doctorate, early-stage scientists may obtain 
postdoctoral fellowships for studies abroad. Swedish postdoctoral fellows ge-
nerally choose the United States for postdoctoral training (about 50%), 
but the United Kingdom is also attractive (25%). Foreign postdoctoral fel-
lows work at Swedish universities, and each year about 25 countries are 
represented among the grantees.

The Wenner-Gren Foundations in Stockholm: 
Promotion of international scientific exchange 

Bertil Daneholt
Wenner-Gren Foundations

Sveavägen 166
11346 Stockholm 

Sweden
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In addition, WGFs have a specific repatriation program for especi-
ally promising young Swedish researchers (Wenner-Gren Fellows). This 
award includes a three-year, grant-funded period abroad, followed by 
a period of two years as a researcher at a Swedish university. To faci-
litate their establishment as an independent researcher on their return 
to Sweden, each Fellow also receives a freely disposable one-time 
research grant and can recruit a postdoctoral researcher from abroad. 
The running program comprises about 30 Fellows.

Although the emphasis is on young scientists, WGFs also award fellow-
ships to Swedish as well as foreign senior scientists for periods abroad. 
Swedish scientists receive sabbatical fellowships, and most prefer top uni-
versities in the United States (about 50%). Highly qualified senior visi-
ting researchers receive guest research fellowships to cover the increased 
cost of living in Sweden, and typically they retain their salary from 
their home institution. Most of the guest researchers come from the 
United States (almost 50%), while the EU countries collectively 
account for 25% and the former Eastern Bloc 20%. 

Each year WGFs organize three international symposia usually located in 
the Wenner-Gren Center. The symposia are of two kinds: symposia on 
specialized topics, most frequently in the field of biomedicine, and sym-
posia on science and university politics. As a rule the latter ones are or-
ganized together with Academia Europaea. WGFs also award grants for 
the organization of external symposia and workshops in Sweden. Guest 
lectures supported by WGFs comprise Wenner-Gren Distinguished 
Lectures as well as regular guest lectures at universities and colleges. 
Travel grants are provided for early-stage researchers to participate in 
conferences, workshops and symposia. 

Finally, WGFs allocate funds (“Special grants”) for the dissemination of 
knowledge about research and in particular for the promotion of young 
students´ interest in research. Programs to improve teaching of natural 
sciences in elementary and high schools are also supported, which in the 
long term is expected to promote the Foundations’ objectives.
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Wenner-Gren Center in Stockholm, the home of the Wenner-Gren Foundations 
in Stockholm (above). Wenner-Gren apartments for resident scientists (below). The 

Center was inaugurated in 1962.





67

tHe 
personaL
Dimension

Marguerite and Axel Wenner-Gren with the actor Danny Kaye during a 
party at the Wenner-Grens´ home at Laboratoriegatan in Stockholm.
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I met Axel and Marguerite Wenner-Gren in 1928 at the age of thirteen 
in Paris through my father. He was co-owner of a company in Lyon, 
which produced airplanes and was a business associate of Wenner-Gren. 
This was the beginning of a life-long personal and – at times – business 
association with the Wenner-Grens. 

With my parents permission, and on Marguerite’s insistence, I accompa-
nied Axel and Marguerite to Sweden. Although I finished high school 
in Paris, I spent almost all my time apart from the school year with the 
Wenner-Grens. This was the time of the expansion of Electrolux into a 
global enterprise, and I observed this period first-hand. Axel Wenner-
Gren was an entrepreneur who was completely dedicated to his eco-
nomic enterprise, and his success was a result of his hard work. He helped 
many, including me, to get a start in life, with the expectation that 
subsequently “one had to do it on one’s own as he had done.”

Axel paid for my studies at the London School of Economics, and subsequently 
I worked in various capacities at different enterprises, which were part of 
Wenner-Gren’s economic empire, including Electrolux and Cellulosa. 

After the war, I went to Mexico where Wenner-Gren and I set up a 
joint business, Beijer Continental. I had previously worked for Beijer in 
Stockholm. Eventually, I became sole owner of the company. For the next 
decades, I remained in Mexico involved in various businesses and conti-
nued my relationship with the Wenner-Grens. My wife Bebe and I were 
present at Rancho Cortés, when Marguerite’s sister, Genevieve Gauntier, 
died in December 1966 and we remained close with Marguerite – we 
were actually neighbors in Cuernavaca  – until her death in August 1973.

Life with Axel and Marguerite Wenner-Gren

Armand Brunel
Linnégatan 80

115 23 Stockholm
Sweden
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Gene Gauntier, sister of Marguerite Wenner-Gren kept a diary during 
the circumnavigation of the Southern Cross, from September 30th, 
1937, to August 16th, 1938. Although most of the notes relate to her 
personal experiences, tourist sights and shopping, there are very interes-
ting notes on the people, both business and government, that Axel met 
during that year, and some revealing personal comments about world 
affairs.

Axel Wenner-Gren took possession of the Rover in February 1937 in 
the Bahamas. He sailed the Caribbean, Mediterranean and Black Sea, 
reaching Gothenburg on September 30th, where the ship was renamed 
Southern Cross, took on the Swedish flag and crew, was refitted and 
sailed with Marguerite and Gene to Algiers and Naples. Axel in the 
meantime was to visit Berlin, London, Paris and Rome where he would 
meet with Mussolini, and board the ship in Naples, then bustling with 
submarines and naval vessels taking troops to Tripoli. Axel had models 
of the Bofors’ anti-aircraft guns in his state-room.

In most ports he was received by the Swedish Consul, which was often a 
manager of the Swedish Match Company, or the Swedish Ambassadors. He 
also dined with the Governors of British India, Dutch East India, United 
States High Commisioner to the Phillipines, and the Princes, Presidents, 
and Ministers as well as military commanders and admirals. In Penang and 
Singapore he met with Paul Fejos of the Swedish Film Company.

Among the interesting insights, penciled in between the type writ-
ten diary, are insights into some of the conversations with the highest 
ranking dignitaries. The preoccupation of Prince Regent Aditya of 

World Tour on Southern Cross (1937–38) 
and Rancho Cortéz, Mexico 

Eric Hagsäter
Montañas Calizas 490
México D.F. 11,000,

México
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Siam of the arming of Japan, and asking for help in the rapid delivery 
of Bofors guns to Siam. The impatience of the military authorities in 
Java because the Bofors guns were not delivered fast enough. Fear from 
President Quezon concerning the Japanese ambitions and aggression, 
which would lead to trouble. 

In Japan, the Southern Cross was a novelty as foreign ships were not visit-
ing, the Wenner-Gren’s dined with the Secretary of the American Embassy, 
and they had a private lunch with Foreign Minister Koki Hirota, who, 
after Axel’s explaining his proposal of international understanding and 
peaceful collaboration, expressed criticism of Japan’s invasion of Manchuria 
and explained the reasons behind it and what would follow.

Hawaii was mostly socializing, but included lunch with General Heron, 
the Military Commander. In Los Angeles, Axel visited the Douglas 
Airplane factories. Gene received the English translation of Axel ś book, 
Call to Reason, a very bad translation. Axel and Gene would rewrite it 
on the way back to Sweden.

The Southern Cross left Göteborg the night of August 31, 1939, on 
its way to the Bahamas. It saved some 300 passengers of the Athenia 
in the north Atlantic. Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Wenner-Gren gave the ship to the President of Mexico. Thereafter, the 
Wenner-Grens lived mainly in their home in Rancho Cortéz, Cuernavaca, 
a spacious, but otherwise modest home with large gardens. There, they 
often dined with guests from all over the world.
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In my presentation on Dr. Axel Wenner-Gren’s art collection I intend 
to give a historic account, starting when I noticed it first as a ten-year 
old boy. I will share the history of the collection while it was owned by 
Wenner-Gren through the phasing-out of the collection in which I was 
partially involved following Axel’s death.

The choice of artists and funny details from the collecting period do not 
only recognize the great businessman as a collector but his good eye to 
build a collection of beauty.

Axel Wenner-Gren’s Art Collection 

Seve Axell 
Norr Mälarstrand 20

113 41 Stockholm
Sweden



72

t H e  p e r s o n a L  D i m e n s i o n  

Some of this we saw with our own eyes or heard with our own ears, 
some is told from parents and friends to parents. So we go to the house 
in Berlin of Hugo Wennergren where Anita and Lennart were born, 
this big house where important people of many professions met and 
from where they were chased when the war came. – “Espetången”– 
summer house of Hugo on the West Coast, not far from ”Nabben” 
where the brothers came with their wives to see their sister Anna – Re-
lationship between brothers and rest of family. How the war changed 
our living and thinking. – Axel and Marguerite in privacy and social 
lifes – Marguerite alone, Axel alone; what children see. – What is it to 
be richest in the world? – Care of the family? – Friends? The kitchen, 
the service, late nights. – Children and dogs – dreams and sorrow. –  
Stories. Rumours! – Häringe; the deer, the horses, the mushrooms – 
stillness – Why poetry? – ”To reach the truth” said Marguerite. And 
Axel said: “The truth is but a dream.”

Family: Relations, Reflections, Memories

Katarina Axelle Axell
Norrbackagatan 20
 11341 Stockholm

Sweden

Monika Wennergren
Älvgatan 4 

794 00 Orsa
Sweden

Marguerite Wennergren
Övermovägen 51 
793 35 Leksand

Sweden



73

t H e  p e r s o n a L  D i m e n s i o n  

The eccentric Wenner-Gren couple resided at Häringe Palace from 
1934–1973. Marguerite and Axel lived in excess, travelling between 
their residences and yachts around the world, always in the company of 
Marguerite’s beloved dogs, and socializing with the crème de la crème 
wherever they went. Their vivid lifestyle certainly rubbed off on the 
Palace, which became the setting for ostentatious parties during the 
summer months. Many prominent friends of the Wenner-Gren’s fre-
quented the Palace – Jussi Börling, Greta Garbo, Josephine Baker, Paul 
Fejos, Mrs. Wallis Simpson and the Duke of Windsor – just to name a 
few. During their time at Häringe, Marguerite grew exotic flowers in 
the giant greenhouses and Axel made sure that the farm was managed 
flawlessly. The estate’s good-quality milk was sent to the Stockholm 
Children’s Hospital, and Marguerite’s flowers were sold exclusively at 
the department store NK and occasionally auctioned off for charity.

When the Palace was unoccupied during the rest of the year, everything 
was mothballed and Häringe became just a regular large farm in the 
countryside. During these periods, the farm children had plenty of free-
dom, just as long as they stayed away from the watch dogs guarding the 
Palace until the Wenner-Grens returned.

Over the years, a group of faithful servants ran the Palace and its vast 
surroundings. Managing the property, complete with breeding stock, 
milking cows, crops, garden shop, and a vast forest was an extensive task 
undertaken by a labor force consisting of farm foremen, bookkeepers, 
farm managers, stablemen, fishermen, gardeners, peasants, and agricul-
tural students. To this day, people marvel at how the Wenner-Grens 
managed to keep their staff so incredibly disciplined that their routines 

The Wenner-Gren’s Glamorous Life 
at the Palace

Jenny Ljungberg
c/o Hotels, Linnégatan 6,

114 47 Stockholm, 
Sweden
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continued flawlessly even when the couple left the Palace. However, 
there actually seems to have been plenty going on behind the scenes...

Axel and his wife both left their mark on the interiors of the Palace, rear-
ranging rooms to correspond to their quirks. Axel wished for a purita-
nical and austere bedroom as well as a gothic study, Marguerite ordered 
for a golden dressing room. Today, Axel’s urn rests quietly alongside 
Marguerite’s, under the natural stone in front of the Palace, as do their 
38 late dogs and 2 domesticated roe deer, each honored with a special 
tombstone.

Evidently, the Wenner-Grens were not your ordinary Palace owners 
and they left us with a wonderful legacy. They left us with hundreds of 
anecdotes, which are a delight to share.
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le sl ie  aie llo  is President of the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological 
Research.  She has a B.A and M.A in Anthropology (University of California at Los 
Angeles) and a Ph.D in human evolution from the University of London. She was 
Professor of Biological Anthropology at University College London (UCL) (1995–
2005), Head of the UCL Anthropology Department (1996–2002), and Head of the 
UCL Graduate School (2002 to 2005). She is currently Professor Emerita and an 
Honorary Fellow of University College London. 
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

katarina axelle axell is an actor, who was trained at the Drama School at 
Malmö City Theater and premier pupil at Uppsala City Theater. She worked for 40 
years at Stockholm City Theater but is now retired. Presently she is a freelancing actor 
at Free Theaters and a singer with her own programs. Axel Wenner-Gren ś brother 
Hugo was her grandfather, and during her early school years she stayed part of her time 
with the Wenner-Grens at Laboratoriegatan and Häringe Castle.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

seve axell is an international advisor for individuals and businesses for art and anti-
ques. He was trained in Chartres, France and is mainly specialized in old master paintings, 
furniture and silver. He has been an appraiser for the Swedish Chamber of Commerce 
and auction companies. He is currently employed  at Ekolsund Castle working as a 
consultant, appraiser and advisor to individuals and institutions and runs a business 
named Polar Art Antiques. Seve Axell is grandson of Axel Wenner-Gren ś brother 
Hugo. During his childhood, he lived at times in Häringe Castle going to school.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ragnar boman is a writer focused on business history and has also for many years 
been active in the Swedish stock exchange regulation.  He got an MBA at the 
Stockholm School of Economics and was initially a business journalist. With Ingrid 
Dahlberg he published in 1975 “Dansen kring guldkalven” (“Dance around the golden 
calf”) on Axel Wenner-Gren’s economic empire and what happened to it after his 
death. Later on, he has made additional contributions to business history, e.g. “Iggesund 
1685–1985” and “Hasselfors under fyra sekel” (“Hasselfors during four centuries”).
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

armand brunel had a life-long personal and business association with the Wenner-
Grens. He was born in France in 1915, received a Baccalauréat at Lycée Charlemagne in 
Paris, and studied at the London School of Economics. Brunel met Axel and Marguerite 
Wenner-Gren at the age of thirteen in Paris through his father who was a business 
associate of Wenner-Gren. Brunel owned and managed several Mexican businesses 
and maintained close contact with the Wenner-Grens through the years. He became a 
Swedish citizen in 1939.

biographical notes
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dan brändström is Professor with academic training in  Political Science from 
the University of Umeå and  is the Chair of the Board of Wenner-Gren Foundations. 
He has been the CEO of the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation 1993–2006. 
Since 2010 he is also the Chair of  the Board of Regents of Linnéus University at Växjö 
and Kalmar. He is a Member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences and the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences. He is an Honorary Member of the Royal 
Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities and of the Academia Europaea.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

barbara cannon is Professor of Physiology and was Director of the Wenner-
Gren Institute from 1985 to 2010. She got a B.Sc. in Biochemistry at London Uni-
versity in 1967 and received a scholarship to gain research experience at the Wenner-
Gren Institute in Stockholm. She stayed on there and obtained a Ph.D. in Physiology. 
Apart from a brief postdoctoral period, she has been at the Institute ever since. She has 
been Dean of Biological Sciences at Stockholm University and is President-elect of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences starting in July 2012. 
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ingrid dahlberg is a Swedish journalist, drama writer, movie director and TV 
producer and is presently  member/chair of a number of boards mostly related to theater, 
opera, and film. She studied at the Bar-Lock Institute in Stockholm and the Lindenwood 
College in the US. Early on, she worked for Swedish television, initially with docu-
mentaries and then with Drama. She was appointed head of The Royal Dramatic Theater 
in Stockholm and Governor of Dalarna.  She is connected to Axel Wenner-Gren 
through her book “Dansen kring guldkalven” (together with Ragnar Boman) and her 
three part TV documentary “Who was Axel Wenner-Gren?”
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

bertil  daneholt is Professor of Molecular Genetics at Karolinska Institutet in 
Stockholm and is Science Secretary of the Wenner-Gren Foundations in Stockholm. 
He studied Medicine at Karolinska Institutet and received his M.D. degree there. 
He has been Chairman of the Department of Cell and Molecular Biology and was a 
Member/Adjunct Member of the Nobel Committee for Physiology or Medicine from 
1990–2007. He is also a Member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Academia 
Europaea and the European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO).
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

anders ehrenberg is Professor emeritus in Biophysics and has been Chairman of 
the Board of Wenner-Grenska Samfundet. He has a Master of Technology in Physics 
from the Royal Institute of Technology,  a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from Stockholm 
University and a M.D. h.c. from Karolinska Institutet. He was initially employed at 
Karolinska Institutet and subsequently for more than forty years at Stockholm Univer-
sity. He served for more than 25 years on the Board of the Wenner-Grenska Samfundet, 
the last eleven years as Chairman.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

jorge f lores ochoa is Professor in the Department of Anthropology, Archeo-
logy and Sociology, Social Sciences School, Universidad Nacional de San Antonio 
Abad del Cuzco in Peru. He obtained a Doctoral degree in Literature and Humanities, 
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and a Professional Degree of Anthropology at the National University in Cuzco, Peru. 
Professor Flores is an expert on Andean culture and teaches in a department that was 
originally endowed by Axel Wenner-Gren.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

e rik hagsäter was closely associated with the Wenner-Grens. His father, Einar 
Hagsäter, served as the Mechanical Engineer of the Southern Cross, from its world tour 
in 1937 until the ship was given to the Mexican Government in December, 1941. With 
his parents, Hagsäter met the Wenner-Grens at numerous social occasions.  Marguerite 
Wenner-Gren was Eric Hagsäter ś godmother.   
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

inge jonsson is Professor emeritus of Comparative Literature and has been 
Chairman of the Board of the Wenner-Gren Foundations in Stockholm for ten years.  
He obtained his Ph.D. from Stockholm University and became Professor of Compa-
rative Literature at the University.  He has served as Vice Chancellor of Stockholm 
University, Chairman of the Tercentenary Fund of the Swedish National Bank, and 
President of the Royal Academy of Literature, History and Antiquities. He is still active 
in some research foundations as well as a scholar.  
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

örjan lindroth is devoted to construction and sustainable development. He was 
born in Sweden and raised in The Bahamas where his father managed Axel Wenner-
Gren’s holding companies.  The two families lived for years on Wenner-Gren’s Hog 
Island, where Örjan first came to appreciate the unique Bahamian ecosystem. He ob-
tained a formal education at the London School of Economics. Following three decades 
in the field of construction and design in various parts of the world, he returned to The 
Bahamas to pioneer a new tradition of sustainable development at Schooner Bay, Great 
Abaco.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

j enny ljungberg is Founder, Director and Owner of the international c/o Hotels. 
She was born in Sweden and educated in Belgium and the United States, where she 
received her MBA. In 1997, Jenny Ljungberg and her father launched Tage Hotels 
and purchased historic Swedish properties: Grythyttan Inn, established in 1642 and 
Häringe Palace, dating back to 1657. Jenny’s latest project is the addition of c/o The 
Maidstone in East Hampton, NY.  She has a commitment to sustainable business practices 
and is the owner of Häringe, the former Swedish home of the Wenner-Grens.  
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

i l ja luciak is Professor of Political Science at Virginia Tech, USA. He has a Doctor 
juris from the University of  Vienna, Austria and a Ph.D. in Political Science from the 
University of Iowa, USA. He has written for Swedish, Austrian, British, Mexican, 
Nicaraguan, Salvadoran and North American publications and been a guest professor/
fellow at universities in the United States, Europe, and Latin America. His research 
focuses on gender equality and democratization in Latin America. Luciak’s grandmot-
her, Elsa, following the death of her husband Einar of Wirsén, married Axel Wenner-
Gren’s brother, Hugo. 
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seth masters is Chief Investment Officer of Asset Allocation and Bernstein 
Global Wealth Management and a Partner at AllianceBernstein. He earned a B.A. 
from Princeton University and a M.Phil. in Economics from Oxford University. He 
joined Bernstein in 1991 as a research analyst covering global financial firms. From 
1994 to 2002 he was CIO of Emerging Markets Value Equities and became CIO of 
Blend Strategies in 2002. Over the years, Masters has published numerous articles. He 
has served on the NY Wenner-Gren Foundation Board of Trustees since 2000 and as 
Chair of the Board since 2008.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

paul palmstedt is Vice President Communications at Electrolux Small Appliances, 
which is the business sector within the Electrolux Group developing, designing, pro-
ducing and marketing vacuum cleaneras and small domestic appliances globally. He 
has been with Electrolux since 1996 in various positions, among them Head of Group 
Internal Communications and Head of Communications Major Appliances in Asia 
Pacific.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

rehider quintanilla velarde is the owner of Pantanal Peru Adventures and 
pursues studies in business management at the Universidad Andina del Cusco. He is 
the author of Convento y Museo de la Merced del Cuzco. As a registered tourist guide, 
he is an expert on Machu Picchu and the important sites along the Camino Inca (Inca 
Trail) that were discovered or explored by the Wenner-Gren Scientific Expedition to 
Hispanic America.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

johann schüsseleder is an engineer and business manager. He was born in 
Austria and studied engineering in Austria and Sweden and business administration in 
Sweden. He was employed with Telefon AB LM Ericsson in Sweden and also worked 
in many countries abroad. Subsequently, he was a manager with ITT/Alcatel in Austria 
and later on in Brazil and Hungary. Recently, he served as President of Ericsson 
Slovakia and is now an independent entrepreneur in Slovakia. Since 2008 he is living 
in Mexico. He is an expert on Wenner-Gren ś telecommunication accomplishments 
in Mexico.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

sydel s ilverman is an anthropologist who received her training at the Uni-
versity of Chicago (M.A.) and Columbia University (Ph.D.).  She taught at Queens 
College of the City University of New York (CUNY) and was Executive Officer of 
the CUNY Ph.D. Program in Anthropology from 1975 through 1986. During this 
period she also served as Acting Dean of the CUNY Graduate School. In 1987 she 
became president of the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research. 
She retired in 2000. 
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

marguerite sundmark wennergren is a Special education teacher. She 
is Monika Wennergren ś sister and a grandchild of Hugo Wennergren, Axel Wenner-
Gren ś brother. She is also a godchild of Marguerite Wenner-Gren.  
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mon ika  we nne rg re n  is a visual artist. She is Marguerite Wennergren ś sister 
and a grandchild of Hugo Wennergren, Axel Wenner-Gren ś brother. She is also a 
godchild of Marguerite Wenner-Gren.  
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

anders wiberg is a hotel manager and Sweden ś Consul General in the Bahamas. 
He was born in Sweden and received a Bachelor of Law degree from the University of 
Lund (LL. B. or Jur. kand.). He visited the Bahamas in 1959 at the invitation of Arne 
and Gunnel Lindroth, and five years later he moved there. He bought and operated Cable 
Beach Manor Hotel in Nassau. He was President of the Bahamas Hotel Association 
and President of the Caribbean Hotel Association. He is ex-officio familiar with Axel 
Wenner-Gren activities in the Bahamas.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

klas åmark is Professor emeritus of History at Stockholm University. He has been 
co-ordinator for a research programme at the Swedish Research Council (2000–2011), 
initiated by the Social Democratic Prime Minister Göran Persson about Sweden’s re-
lations to Nazism, Nazi Germany and the Holocaust. The report was published as a 
book under the title “Att bo granne med ondskan. Sveriges förhållande till nazismen, 
Nazityskland och Förintelsen” (“Living next door to Evil”). He has no special relation 
to Axel Wenner-Gren.
. . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

john östengren is the owner and president of AB Marknadsforsking, a market 
research institute. Previously he served as the Manager of the Marketing and Media De-
partments and then Director of the Tessab Advertising Agency in Stockholm. He 
holds a Master of Business Administration and a Ph.D. in Mass Communications from 
Syracuse University, USA. In 1954, Örtengren was personally recruited by Axel 
Wenner-Gren to serve as his personal public relations consultant. 
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